
 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians,        September 21st, 2022 

 

A blessed feast of St. Matthew to you all! We’re delighted to be writing you about the upcoming year of 

our Confirmation program. Classes begin in November on Tuesday evenings. Please refer to the attached 

tentative schedule for important dates such as the Youth Stations of the Cross. 

Parent Meeting: 

We will kick-start the year with a parent meeting at the church on Tuesday, November 8th at 7:00 PM. 

Only one parent need attend, though you both are welcome. This meeting will be focused on the role of 

parents, so candidates need not attend. At the meeting we will go over the details of the program in 

greater depth. The following week will mark the beginning of classes for candidates. 

3 Key Tasks of Parents: 

In anticipation of the parent meeting, we invite you to begin preparing yourselves to lead your child 

through the Confirmation program. There are 3 key tasks which we invite you to undertake: 

  1) Praying for your child using the Prayer to the Holy Spirit (attached); 

 2) Attending Sunday Mass regularly; 

 3) Forming your own faith to engage on faith issues with your child. 

Parent Formation: 

To begin your formation as a parent, we ask that you walk through The Search study program, available 

for free through the parish subscription to FORMED.org. We are happy to assist with signing up for your 

free account, should you need (link to how-to video: https://vimeo.com/358383023). Your child and 

his/her sponsor will be journeying through The Search over the year as well, so it is imperative that you 

are capable of engaging with your child throughout the program. We suggest watching one video each 

week (for a total of 7 weeks).  

Before engaging in The Search, we ask that you listen to this presentation by scripture scholar, Dr. Brant 

Pitre, discussing the actual nature of the Sacrament of Confirmation and how it directly affects our lives: 

Confirmation: The Sacrament of Evangelization & Martyrdom: 

(https://watch.formed.org/videos/confirmation-the-sacrament-of-evangelization-martyrdom-by-brant-

pitre).  

This is an excellent place to begin for all parents, and especially those who are not clear on the purpose 

and goal of the Sacrament of Confirmation. 

Parish Service Project: 

Finally, each candidate will participate in a Parish Service Project which will encompass at least 8 hours 

(though they are certainly encouraged to do more) of service towards one of the various ministries at the 

church. More details on Parish Service Projects will be given at the parent meeting, but, as there will be 

many opportunities to begin this service in the fall, we would like to share the list of some available 

ministries at our parish: 

 Altar Serving (training available); 
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 Catholic Women’s League (for girls in the parish, many events in need of volunteers) 

 Children’s Liturgy (pending start date; help teach kids about the Mass readings each Sunday 

during the Gospel); 

 Development & Peace (addressing social justice issues such as poverty through the local efforts 

of our parishioners); 

 Faith Formation (social media coordinator, official photographer/videographer, special projects 

volunteer at Advent, Christmas, Lent, and Easter); 

 Parish Family Events Committee (help with several events including All Hallows’ Eve party, St. 

Nicholas Day Party, etc.); 

 Greeter/Usher (at weekend Masses; help parishioners find their seats and assist with collections); 

 Knights of Columbus Council #1435 (a confraternity for young men and male adults in the 

parish; help with events such as Pancake Breakfasts, Knights of Columbus Christmas Colouring 

Contest, Valentine’s Dance, and more); 

 Lector (proclaiming the readings at Sunday Masses); 

 Life’s Vision (association of pro-life work in our community; with events and campaigns over the 

year, including: Spiritual Adoption Program, Changing Hearts and Minds Campaign, Life Hike, 

Life chain, Bus Bench Campaign, Pro-Life Fundraising Dinner); 

 Once-Weekly Catechism (classroom assistants, hall monitors); 

 Sacristan (helping Father set up the altar before Masses, and clean up the altar afterwards); 

 Serra Club (promoting and praying for an increase of vocations in our parish to religious life and 

the priesthood); 

 St. Luke’s Society (visiting the infirmed and home-bound); 

 St. Cecilia’s Choir for Sacred Music  

 St. Vincent de Paul Society (helping the poor and needy in our community with food hampers, 

furniture, and household materials); 

 Youth Ministry (once-a-month gatherings for youth in the parish). 

This list is not exhaustive, and further details on ministries can be found on the main website for the 

church (staug.ca). If there is one in particular that your child is interested in, please feel to contact the 

Faith Formation office prior to November to inquire about having your child begin his/her service early.  

In closing, and as a final note, we would like to congratulate you on pursuing the Sacrament of 

Confirmation for your child. Confirmation is not a graduation; it isn’t a “sacrament of farewell”. It is a 

sacrament of initiation into the Faith, and the beginning of a new stage in your child’s spiritual journey. 

As a parent, your role is to help your child to prepare for that journey, and your parish is here to support 

you in that role. 

Do not hesitate to be in touch with the Faith Formation office, should you have further questions. We 

look forward to seeing you at the parent meeting in November, and hope to hear from you beforehand. 

May God bless you and your family during this sacred time. 

 

Peace and blessings, 


